Milwaukee Area Technical College to receive $84.9 million from
FCC broadcast incentive auction
No impact to Milwaukee PBS programming
MATC President Dr. Vicki J. Martin and Milwaukee PBS General Manager Bohdan
Zachary will hold a media briefing Monday, April 17, at 10 a.m. in Room M210 in the
Downtown Milwaukee Campus Main Building, 1015 N. 6th Street.
MILWAUKEE, April 13, 2017 – Milwaukee Area Technical College (MATC) announced today that it
will receive one-time proceeds of $84,931,314 as a result of its voluntary participation in the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) broadcast incentive auction, created to free up bandwidth to
accommodate the growing capacity needs for wireless technology. MATC’s District Board – the license
holder for Milwaukee PBS Channels 10 and 36 – submitted a successful bid to vacate the spectrum on
which Channel 36 resided and instead combine the transmission of both Milwaukee PBS stations,
Channels 10 and 36, on its remaining very high frequency (VHF) channel spectrum. There will be no
impact on the viewing experience of Milwaukee PBS Channels 10 and 36 as a result of the auction
outcome.
“This was a strategic decision for MATC, Milwaukee PBS and the diverse communities that we serve”
said MATC President Dr. Vicki J. Martin. “These funds will have a lasting impact on MATC’s
continued ability to meet the greater Milwaukee region’s needs in the areas of educational attainment,
workforce demand, and building the talent pipeline for high-demand careers. At the same time, the
auction proceeds will support Milwaukee PBS, which broadcasts award-winning local and national
programming to more than 600,000 viewers on a weekly basis.”
Every broadcast station in the United States had the opportunity to participate in the voluntary FCC
auction. MATC anticipates it will receive the auction proceeds in late 2017 or early 2018, and the
MATC District Board and college leadership are currently reviewing investment strategy options that
will maximize the impact of the proceeds for the long-term benefit of the college, Milwaukee PBS and
the community. “We are carefully considering the best investment strategy and process to leverage this
one-time infusion of funds to benefit generations to come,” Martin added.
The proceeds will be utilized to advance MATC’s educational mission of transforming lives, industry
and community. Strategic priorities include:
- ensuring the continued financial sustainability of MATC and Milwaukee PBS;
- addressing workforce needs and closing the skills gap;
- making a college education affordable and accessible for more people; and
- continuing high-quality community and educational programming on Milwaukee PBS.
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“Milwaukee PBS will continue to provide high-quality programming to our viewers in southeastern
Wisconsin and northern Illinois. These proceeds will ensure we have the necessary technological
infrastructure to meet our viewers’ needs,” said Milwaukee PBS General Manager Bohdan Zachary. “In
a time of unprecedented media choices, we are grateful to our loyal viewers for continuing to choose
Milwaukee PBS for objective news reporting and high-quality educational programming.”
A list of frequently asked questions is available at matc.edu.

About Milwaukee Area Technical College
Wisconsin’s largest technical college and the most diverse two-year institution in the Midwest,
Milwaukee Area Technical College is a key driver of southeastern Wisconsin’s economy and has
provided innovative education in the region since 1912. Approximately 40,000 students per year attend
the college’s four campuses and community-based sites or learn online. MATC offers affordable and
accessible education and training opportunities that empower and transform lives in the community. The
college offers 200 academic programs; nearly 400 transfer options leading to bachelor’s degrees; and the
School of Pre-College Education that offers courses for people seeking to complete high school, prepare
for college or enter the workforce. Overwhelmingly, MATC graduates build careers and businesses in
southeastern Wisconsin. The college is accredited by the Higher Learning Commission, the national
standard for academics and student services. www.matc.edu

About Milwaukee PBS
Milwaukee PBS is southeastern Wisconsin’s premier non-commercial media organization.
Broadcasting to the viewing public on Channels 10 and 36, Milwaukee PBS is the area’s only over-theair source for PBS and other national public television programs, and also offers a diverse schedule of
award-winning local series and specials. The stations are watched by more than 600,000 viewers each
week throughout southeastern Wisconsin and northern Illinois. Milwaukee PBS is a viewer-supported
service of Milwaukee Area Technical College. www.milwaukeepbs.com
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